


Howard the end of the nine¬ 
teenth CENTURY, SEVERAL NEWS¬ 
PAPERS IN ENGLAND CARRIED A 
SMALL ACCOUNT OF THE DISCOVERY 
OF A MASS OF FLAMING GAS, 
CHIEFLY HYDROGEN, ORIGINATING 
ON THE PLANET MARS AND MOVING 
WITH ENORMOUS SPEED TOWARD 
THE EARTH 

THE NEWS ITEM, HOWEVER, WAS 



CLASSICS iUrtbeUd 
AS I LOOKED THROUGH THE TELESCOPE, l MIGHT NOT HAVE HEARD OF THE CAS ERUP- 

' T/ON AT ALL, HAD I NOT KNOWN OGILVY, 
AN ASTRONOMER. 

SAW THE L/TTLE ROUNO PLANET SWIMMING IN 
A CIRCLE OF DEEP BLUE. THEN I SAW A 
BRILLIANT FLASH OF GAS SHOOTING FROM 
MARS TOWARD THE EARTH. 

I SUSPECT THEY BOTH 
ARE METEORITES OF 
SOME SORT. THE CHANCt 
AGAINST THERE BEING 
ANYTHING MAN-LIKE ON 



THE WAR OF THE WORLDS 
wH£N CAME 

THE NIGHT OF 

The next morning, ogilvy, who.had seen 
THE SHOOTING STAR, ROSE EARLY WITH THE 

-I IDEA OF FINDING IT. | \" 7 - 
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WHY, THIS HAS NEITHER 
THE SHAPE NOR APPEAR¬ 
ANCE OF A METEORITE / 

Despite the excessive heat, he climbed 
DOWN INTO THE PIT TO SEE THE THINS 

JThen he perceived that, very slowly, the 
V CIRCULAR TOP OF THE CYLINDER WAS 

nS 
/OREAT SCOTT/ THERE'S A MAN IN 
1 HALF ROASTEO TO DEATH / TRYIN6 / 

Then, with a quick mental leap, he linked 



THAN A METEORITE. IT'i 
A CYLINDER —AN ARTI¬ 
FICIAL CYLINDER. AND 
THERE'S SOMETHING 

—r-i INSIDE/ i—j—' 

THERE'S NOTHING WE 
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fnE NEWS 

ABOUT THE 
FALLEN CYLINDER I 
SPREAD RAPIDLY 
WHEN I ARRIVED 
AT THE SANDPIT 
THAT EVENING L 



I RAN MADLY FOR 
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Suddenly, from another 
DIRECTION, I SAVA SMALL l 
GROUP OF MEN ADVANCING,] 
THE FOREMOST OF WHOM I 
WAS WAVING A WHITE FLAG f 

A LEASH OF THIN BLACK K WHIPS, LIKE THE ARMS OF 
AN OCTOPUS, FLASHED ACROSS 
THE SUNSET, AND WAS IM¬ 

MEDIATELY WITHDRAWN. 

Then a thin rod rose up, 
JOINT BT JOINT, BEARING 
AT ITS TOP A CIRCULAR USC. 

sjjgj ^§g 



' THE PIT, ACCOMPANIED BY A FAINT HISS US 
SOUND. THEN A HUMPED SHAPE POSE OUT OF 
THE PIT, AND THE GHOST OF A BEAM OF LIGHT 
SEEMED TO FUCKEP OUT FROM IT._ 



/WILL ALONG A CURVING LINE BEYOND THE 
/U SANDPIT, THE DARK GROUND SMOKED 
—-1 AND CRACKLED. r~-—— 

ano1 

1 F/ITH AN EFFORT, / TURNED AND RAN 
W THROUGH THE HEATHER. fj 

■ 



In the distance, 
A TRAIN WENT , 

FLYING SOUTH, it 
WAS SO REAL AND 
SO FAMILIAR BUT 
WHAT OF THE 
SWIFT DEATH NOT 
TWO MILES AWAY/ 

STOPPED A GROUP OF PEOPLE. 





; SHOWING THEY HAVE DONE A FOOLISH THING. THEY 
ARE DANGEROUS, BECAUSE, NO DOUBT, TF 
ARE MAD WITH TERROR. A SHELL FIRED 
INTO THE PIT, IF WORST COMES TO WORS1 

H MECHANICAL INTELLIGENCE 
THAT THEY WERE ABLE TO OVER¬ 
COME THE PROBLEM OF GRAVITY. 
BACK AT THE SANDPIT, THEY 
WORKED ON THE MACHINES THEY 



The FOLLOWING MORNING, THE MILKMAN TOLD 
ME THE LATEST NEWS. 

FEW SECONDS AFTER MIDNIGHT, 
A SECOND CYLINDER FELL. / 

pT WOULD BE GOOD IF WE COULdI 
TAKE THEM ALIVE. WE COULD , 
FmP OUT HOW THEY LIVE ON 

JMNPTHER PLANET. WE n—& 
1‘'MIGHT EVEN LEARN A J 

IS ANYTHING] 
ELSE 

KNOWN ? J 
WELL.THEY SAY THERE'S 

ANOTHER OF THOSE 
BLESSED THINGS FALLEN] 
THERE. BUT ONE'S mjjLd 
ENOUGH, SURELY 



get out/ what's cover 
AGAINST THIS HERE HEAT? 
WHY NOT SHELL THE DARN 
THINGS STRAIGHT OFF AND 
FINISH 'EM? YOU CAtfT TELL 

WHAT THEY MIGHT DO 

WE OUGHT TO CRAWL 
UP UNDER COVER AND AFTER BREAKFAST 

F4 / STROLLED \ 
TOWARD THE PIT. ON'j 
THE WAY,I MET A S 
GROUP OF SOLDIERS / 
AND TOLD THEM £ 
WHAT I KNEW / 
ABOUT THE / 
HEAT RAY. ; 

(U/nable to get near the pit because 
OF THE MIL ITARY AUTHORITIES, 1 RETURNED 
HOME. AT ABOUT SIX THAT EVENING, WE 
heard a muffled detonation and a gust 
inji M—--1 OF FIRING 

We rushed out to the lawn and 
W, rur moc nr THF TUFFS NEAR SAW THE TOPS OF THE TREES NEAR 
US BURST INTO SMOKY RED FLAMES, 
AND THE TOWER OF THE LITTLE 
VILLAGE CHURCH SLIDE DOWN TO RUIN 
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duR CHIMNEY CRACKED 
*S IF A SHOT HAD t-r— 

THE HILL,* GROUP 

SSHSSH an running from YOU MUST GET 
OUT OF HERE/ 

GET OUT/ 
GET OUT/ 

TO MOUSE. 



/BORROWED A HORSE AND A CART AND, 
WITH SOME OF OUR BELONGINGS TIED 

ON THE BACK, WE WENT SPANKING DOWN 
THE ROAD TO LEATHERHEAO. 

I TURNED MY HEAD TO LOOK AT 
THE RUINS WE WERE LEAVING. 

"A*^SETm**?J>l%&%%W HEAT RAY. 
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_~W UVIKNLT, THECU 
'a* WE HE PIERCED B 
ATHREAOOF6REEN 
FIRE WHICH FELL A 
INTO THE FIELD 
ON MY LEFT. 
IT WAS A 4SSZ 
THIRD • /C^SsH 
CYLINDER 



/KEPT CONTROL OF 
THE REINS. AND 

WE WENT CLATTERING 

LIGHTNING 
CRACKLED 
AROUND US 

attention 
A THICK RAIN SMOTE GUSTILT AT MY FACE 

_ asidrove r-grrrj- 
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Then the trees ahead of me were snapped] 
OFF AND ANOTHER MONSTROUS MACHINE ~J 
APPEARED, RUSHING, AS IT SEEMED 
HEADLONG TOWARD ME. 

I WRENCHED 
THE HORSE'S 

I HEAD TO 
THE RIGHT, 

AND IN 
ANOTHER 
MOMENT, 

THE CART 
HAD HEELED 

OVER. 

mas FLUNG SIDEWAYS AND FELL 
v HEAVILY INTO A SHALLOW A 
V POOL OF WATER 





“"*!5SSS“ 

you're a soldier, 
AREN'T YOU? WHAT 

HAPPENED? 
if you're TRYING 
TO HIOE, YOU CAN 

COME INTO THE 
HOUSE. 

THEY WIPED US 
OUT-SIMPLY 
WIPED US OUT. 

I CAME INTO ACTION ABOUT SEVEN 
WHEN I GOT THERE,THE MARTIANS 
HAD ALREADY MADE A FIGHTING 
MACHINE . i-1-j j- 
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CLASSICS QlLuUaUd 

T LAY STILL, SCARED OUT OF MY WITS., 
* OF THE COMPANY HAD BEEN WIPED 0 

, AROUND ME. * 

I LAY THERE FOR A LONG 
TIME. HOW I MANAGED TO 
EVADE THE MARTIANS, I 
DON'T KNOW. I DON'T EVEN 
REMEMBER HOW t GOT HERE. 
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“SssSs^Sa- 
(fjblitf 

li[ 
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•r0li 
s'1« 
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It was a fourth cylinder. 

LOOK / 



OF THE WORLDS 
IAJhen THE FOURTH 
\y\7 CYLINDER FELL, I 
WAS IN THE KITCHEN OF 
A DESERTED HOUSE. 
THE SOLDIER AND '_ 
I HAD ALREADY ffiC 
PARTED. HE HAD BW 
GONE OFF TO TRY BP 
TO FIND THE RE’ L9S 
MAINS OF HIS S3 
COMPANY, AND 

THESE HORRIBLE CREATURES 
ARE EVERYWHERE. THE EARTH 
HAS BEEN GIVEN OVER 70 THEM 

LUMHANY t AND 
I WAS HEADING 
TOWARD 
LEATHERHEAD 
TO FIND MY 

WIFE. 

PERHAPS WE CAN 
FIND SOMETHING 
IN ONE OF THESE 

S DESERTED rq/f 
1 HOUSES. J f 

/%S WE ATE AND DRANK, 
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^RAPPED IN THE DARKENED ROOM, WE 
(9 WAITED IN SILENCE UNTIL DAWN. THEN, 
THROUGH A BREAK IN THE WALL, / SAW A 
MARTIAN STANDING SENTINEL OVER A 
*-1 NEWLY FALLEN CYLINDER. |- 

I WAS AWAKENED OUT OF AN UNEASY 
SLEEP BY A PIERCING SHRIEK AND . 
A HEAVY THUD 

} The body of J 
THE DEAD M 

CURATE LAY m 
ACROSS THE ROOM . 
AND A METAL A 
TENTACLE WAS M 
FEELING ITS M 

THE FALLEN 
BEAMS 



The DOOR OPENED AND 
THE THING FELT ITS WAY 
AROUND. IT TOUCHED THE 
^ HEEL OF MY SHOE. . 

C\OMEHOW, I MADE MY WAY 
•N# ACROSS THE KITCHEN 
AND INTO THE COAL CELLAR. 
1 CLOSED THE DOOR BEHIND 
ME THEN, SLOWLY, THE KNOB 

STARTED TURNING. 
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’ TORE OPEN THE WALL AND SCRAMBLED TO THE 
TOP OF THE MOUND IN WHICH I HAD BEEN 

’ COULD SCARCELY BELIEVE MY EYES. 
THERE WAS NOT A LIVING THING IN 
-1 THE PIT. |- 



As FAR 45/ COULD 
SEE, THESE WAS 
NOTHING BUT RUIN ■ 
AND DESOLATION. 

¥ FELT AS A RABBIT MIGHT, RETURNING TO ~ 
t TS BURROW AND FINDING A DOZEN BUSY HEN 

DIGGING THE FOUNDATIONS OF A HOUSE. - 

T THAT MOMENT, I FELT AN EMOTION BE¬ 
YOND THE COMMON RANGE OF MEN, YET 
THAT THE POOR BRUTES WE DOMINATE 

KNOW ONLY TOO WELL 

I FELT THAT l WAS NO LONGER A MAi 
AN ANIMAL AMONG ANIMALS, UNDER 
THE MARTI?" 

With US IT WOULD BE AS WITH THEM, TO LURK 
AND WATCH, TORUN AND HIDE THE EMPIRE OF 

MAN HAD PASSED AWAY 
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/LEFT THE PIT AND STUMBLED ALONG THE 
ROAD UNTIL l FOUND A GROUP OF MUSH¬ 

ROOMS AND A THIN STREAM OF FRESH WATER. 

I IMS L IRE A RAT LEAVING ITS HIDING PLACE- 
AN INFERIOR ANIMAL, A THING THAT FOR ANY 
PASSING WHIM OF ITS MASTERS MIGHT BE 

HUNTED AND KILLED r^Mi .Jtr'M 

[r DAWN, / CREPT OUT OF THE INN 



THE WORLDS 
[I WONDERED IF I WERE THE ONLY MAN LEFT 
IjAL/VE. THEN I SAW SOMETHING CROUCHING / 

BEHIND SOME BUSHES /U 

• LEATHER^ 
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THEY'VE GONE AWAY ACROS! 
LONDON. I HAVEN'T SEEN 
ANY ABOUT FOR A COUPLE 

mm af b*ys Mi 

0rWouh 
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IMwas shaken by this 
TALK WITH THE SOLD I EH 
NEVERTHELESS, THOUGH HE 
WAS CONTENT TO REMAIN 
WHERE HE WAS, l OEC/OEO / 
TO MOVE ON TO LONDON ( 
THERE l PRAYEDlMIGHT N 
FIND SOME NEWS OF 
leatherhead AND OF MY / 
\_WIFE _ / 

WHAT'S THE < 
OF GOING ON 

THERE’RE MENWHO'D 
00 IT CHEERFULLY I 

/ WAS ALREADY IN 
THE CITY WHEN 

I HEARD A WEIRD 
HOWLING SOUND. 

4MS [ WALKED DOWN THE 
ROAD TO LONDON, ALL ABOL 
ME WAS A TERRIBLE STILL¬ 

NESS. 

IDERED AT THIS 4- 
STRANGE, REMOTE . 
-7 WAILING./-/ 
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/RAN RECKLESSLY TOWARD I 
THE MONSTER THEN t CAME 

UPON A SCENE / WILL NEVER 
r.f-1 FORGET. 

rHE MARTIANS 
WERE DEAD 

EVENTUALLY, I 
REALIZED THEY 
HAD BEEN SLAIN 
BY THE HUMBLEST 
THINGS THAT GOO, 
IN HIS WISDOM, 
HAD PUT UPON 
THIS EARTH. 

DISEASE BACTERIA AGAINST WHICH 
THEIR SYSTEMS WERE TOTALLY 
UNPREPARED. THERE ARE NO BAC¬ 
TERIA ON MARS, AND AS SOON AS 
THE INVADERS ARRIVED ON EARTH, 
OUR MICROSCOPIC ALLIES BEGAN 
TO WORK THEIR OVERTHROW. MAN 
HAS DEVELOPED AN IMMUNITY TO 
THESE GERMS. BY THE TOLL OF A 
BILLION DEATHS, HE HAS BOUGHT 
HIS BIRTHRIGHT TO THE EARTH. 
FOR MEN NEITHER LIVE NOR DIE 



7mHE NEWS OF THE OVERTHROW OF THE 
MARTIANS WAS SOON TELESRAPHED AROUND 

THE WORLD. THE PEOPLE, BEARING THEIR 
BELONGINGS, CAME TRUDGING BACK INTO THE 

■ SILENT STREETS.  

' THE PIT, WEEPING AND PRAISING 

IF OR HOURS 
IT I 'STOOD 
[SCANNING THE l 
) ENDLESS • 
/ NUMBER OF , 
1 FACES THAT I 

PASSED BY ME\ 
THEN 1 HEARD I 

MY NAME 

Mr PRAYERS HAD BEEN' 
ANSWERED I HAD JBt 

FOUND MY WIFE A(BK 
t]T MAY BE THAT THE 
U INVASION FROM MARS WAS 

NOT WITHOUT BENEFIT WE 
HAVE LEARNED NOW THAT WE 
CANNOT REGARD THIS PLANET 
AS BEING FENCED IN AND A 
SECURE ABIDING PLACE FOR 
MAN AND WE HAVE LEARNED 
THAT, FACED WITH A COMMON 
DANGER OR CAUSE, ALL MEN _ 

ft-w ARE BROTHERS ^ 

ed EDITION, DON NOW THAT YOU HAVE READ THE CLASSICS lilt- 
MISS THE ADDED ENJOYMENT OF READING THE ORIGINAL, OBTAINABL1 

AT YOUR SCHOOL OR PUBLIC LIBRARY 







The War That Never Was 

T T G. WELLS once said that his science snatches of the meat of the broadcast as 

• ^ ‘t,iem by hyster,calne,Bhborsor 
6 ' 6 B People in New Jersey and New York, sup- 

.jsaaasa.' ' 

as» 

jSSStS's «£ssw 


